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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

BUREAU OF WATERSHED MANAGEMENT 

APPROVAL OF COVERAGE 
 

UNDER THE NPDES GENERAL PERMIT (PAG-13)  
STORMWATER DISCHARGES FROM SMALL MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER 

SYSTEMS (MS4s) 
  
 

NPDES PERMIT NO:  _________________ 
  
 
In compliance with the provisions of the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. Section 1251 et seq. ("the Act") and Pennsylvania's 
Clean Streams Law, as amended, 35 P.S. Section 691.1 et seq., the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) hereby approves the Notice of Intent (NOI) submitted for coverage by: 
 
APPLICANT(S) (NAME AND ADDRESS): WATERSHED(S): 
 
      

 
      

 
to discharge stormwater to surface waters of the Commonwealth.  
 
The approval to discharge is made subject to DEP�s enclosed NPDES General Permit for small MS4s (PAG-13), based, in 
part, on information the permittee provided in its Notice Of Intent (NOI). If there is a conflict between the permit and the 
NOI, the terms of the General Permit PAG-13 apply. 
 

APPROVAL FOR COVERAGE TO DISCHARGE UNDER THE GENERAL NPDES PERMIT WILL COMMENCE 

       AND WILL EXPIRE AT MIDNIGHT ______________ OR UPON EXPIRATION OF THIS 
GENERAL PERMIT IN WRITING BY DEP. TO CONTINUE DISCHARGING AFTER THE EXPIRATION DATE 
MENTIONED ABOVE, AN ADMINISTRATIVELY COMPLETE AND ACCEPTABLE NOI MUST BE SUBMITTED 180 
DAYS PRIOR TO THE EXPIRATION DATE NOTED ABOVE. 

 
Approval of the General Permit Coverage authorized by: 

       

 

       Regional Office 
Department of Environmental Protection 
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

BUREAU OF WATERSHED MANAGEMENT 

AUTHORIZATION TO DISCHARGE  
 

UNDER THE NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) 
GENERAL PERMIT FOR DISCHARGES OF STORMWATER FROM 

SMALL MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEMS 
PAG-13 

 
In compliance with the provisions of the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. Section 1251 et seq., Pennsylvania's Clean Streams 
Law, as amended, 35 P.S. Section 691.1 et seq., and 25 Pa. Code Chapter 92, the Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) will authorize eligible dischargers of stormwater from small municipal separate storm sewer systems 
(MS4s), as defined in 40 CFR 122.26(b)(16), that are required under the federal stormwater regulations (40 CFR Part 
122.26 - 123.35) and state regulations incorporating those federal requirements by reference (25 Pa. Code §92.2),  to 
submit an application and obtain an NPDES permit to discharge stormwater into surface waters of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. 

The authorization to discharge stormwater is subject to the terms and conditions set forth in Parts A, B and C herein.  This 
permit authorizes discharges that are composed entirely of stormwater as defined in this General Permit from small 
municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4s) to surface waters of the Commonwealth, except as otherwise provided 
herein. 

Operators of MS4s discharging to waters classified as "Special Protection" under 25 Pa. Code Chapter 93 may not apply 
for or obtain coverage under this General Permit.  They must seek coverage under an �individual� permit. Other eligibility 
requirements apply, as described herein. 

Operators of MS4s that meet the eligibility requirements of this General Permit and submit a timely and administratively 
complete and acceptable Notice of Intent (NOI) to DEP, are authorized to discharge stormwater to surface waters of the 
Commonwealth under the terms and conditions of this permit, upon approval by DEP, except as otherwise provided 
herein.  

DEP may deny coverage under this permit and require submittal of an application for an individual NPDES permit based 
on a review of the NOI or other information. 

 

NOTICE OF INTENT REQUIREMENTS 
Deadlines for NOI Submittal � Operators of MS4s that wish to obtain coverage (that are eligible for coverage under this 
General Permit) must file an administratively complete and acceptable NOI no later than March 10, 2003, and must 
submit an NOI to be covered under the next permit 180 days prior to permit expiration. 

Contents of Notice of Intent � The NOI must be signed in accordance with the signatory requirements of this permit 
and must include all applicable information specified on the NOI form and in the instructions for completing the form, 
including a schedule, BMPs and measurable goals for developing a stormwater management program and names of 
responsible parties.  Applicants who elect to implement the Protocol in its entirety do not need to include a schedule, 
BMPs and measurable goals because they are already included in the Protocol. If the applicant chooses to develop and 
implement its own program in whole or in part to meet the Minimum Control Measures rather than follow the Protocol, 
then additional materials will need to be submitted to DEP for approval.  See the Notice of Intent Instructions, Part A of 
this Permit and the Fact Sheet for more information. 

Where to Submit � NOIs must be submitted to the appropriate regional office of DEP.  Addresses for regional offices 
are provided in the NOI Instructions. 

DEP Review/Approval � DEP will review all NOIs prior to approval.  NOIs in which the applicant will implement all six 
components of the DEP Stormwater Management Protocol are deemed approved 60 days after submittal of the 
administratively complete NOI (unless DEP indicates otherwise prior to that date).  
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For NOIs in which the applicant will develop and implement some or all of its own six minimum controls measures (i.e., 
will not follow the Protocol in its entirety), DEP will review the proposed stormwater management program. DEP will 
decide on the authorization to proceed under the proposed stormwater management program; in addition, the proposed 
program is subject to DEP approval.   

Incomplete or deficient NOIs will be addressed using DEP standard permit review/approval process. 

 

APPLICABILITY AND LIMITATIONS ON COVERAGE 
This General Permit does not authorize stormwater discharges under this permit when one or more of the following 
conditions exist:  

1. The stormwater discharge(s) originates from anything other than a small MS4 as defined in 40 CFR 122.26(b)(16) 
and this permit; 

2. The discharge(s) contains hazardous pollutants, toxics or any other substance which, because of its quantity, 
concentration or physical, chemical or infectious characteristics, may cause or contribute to an increase in 
mortality or morbidity in either an individual or the total population or pose a substantial present or future hazard 
to human health or the environment when discharged into waters of the Commonwealth; 

3. The discharge(s), individually or in combination with other similar discharges, is or has the potential to be a 
contributor to pollution, which is more appropriately controlled under an individual permit; 

4. Any of the discharge(s) would be to waters classified as "Special Protection" under 25 Pa. Code Chapter 93 of 
DEP�s regulations; 

5. The discharge(s) is not, or will not be, in compliance with the terms or conditions of this General Permit;  

6. The applicant has failed and continues to fail to comply or has shown a lack of ability or intention to comply with a 
regulation, permit, schedule of compliance, or order issued by DEP; 

7. The discharge(s) does not, or will not, result in compliance with applicable effluent limitations or water quality 
standards;  

8. The discharge(s) is from an MS4 which DEP determines requires an individual NPDES permit to ensure 
compliance with the Clean Water Act, the Clean Streams Law or regulations promulgated thereunder;  

9. A change has occurred in the availability of demonstrated technology or practices for the control or abatement of 
pollutants applicable to the point source; 

10. The discharge(s) is mixed with sources of non-stormwater, other than non-stormwater discharges that are: 

a. Covered by and in compliance with a different NPDES permit; or 

b. identified by and in compliance with Part C.1 (authorized non-stormwater discharges) of this permit. 

11. The discharge�s direct, indirect, interrelated, interconnected or interdependent impacts would jeopardize a 
listed endangered or threatened species, or adversely modify designated critical habitat; 

12. The discharge(s), or the implementation of a stormwater management program including the Minimum 
Control Measures, adversely affects properties listed or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places, unless the MS4 operator is in compliance with requirements of the National Historic Preservation Act 
and has coordinated any necessary activities to avoid or minimize impacts with the appropriate State Historic 
Preservation Officer; 

13. The discharge is from an MS4 where an NPDES permit has been terminated or denied. 

 

GENERAL CONDITIONS 
The authority granted by this General Permit is subject to the following conditions: 
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1. Individual Permits. DEP may require any MS4 operator authorized by this General Permit to apply for and 
obtain an individual NPDES permit. Any interested person may petition DEP to take action under this 
paragraph.  DEP will require the operator to apply for an individual NPDES permit only after the operator has 
been notified in writing that an individual permit application is required.  The notice from DEP will include the 
following:  (1) a brief statement of the reasons for this decision, (2) an application form, (3) a statement setting a 
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deadline for the operator to file the application and (4) a statement that on the effective date of the individual 
NPDES permit to be issued, coverage under this General Permit will automatically terminate.  The applicant 
must submit the individual permit application within 90 days of receipt of notice.  DEP may grant additional time 
to submit the application upon written request from the applicant.  If an MS4 operator fails to submit, in a timely 
manner, an individual NPDES permit application required by DEP under this paragraph, then the applicability of 
this permit to the permittee is automatically terminated at the end of the day specified for submittal of the 
application. 

2. Any MS4 operator authorized to discharge by this General Permit may request to be excluded from the 
coverage of this General Permit by applying for an individual permit.  The operator must submit to DEP an 
individual permit application on approved Pennsylvania individual NPDES application forms, with reasons 
supporting the request. 

3. When an individual NPDES permit is issued to an operator otherwise subject to this General Permit, the 
applicability of this General Permit to the individual NPDES permit is automatically terminated on the effective 
date of the individual permit.  When an individual NPDES permit is denied to an operator otherwise subject to 
this General Permit, the operator may continue discharging if all eligibility requirements under this General 
Permit are met.  If the operator does not meet the eligibility requirements of this General Permit or is otherwise 
prohibited from coverage under this General Permit, coverage under this General Permit is automatically 
terminated on the date of such denial, unless otherwise specified by DEP. 

4. Amendments. DEP will publish a notice in the Pennsylvania Bulletin of any additional amendments to this 
General Permit, and after a comment period, a notice of the final availability of the amended General Permit will 
be published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. 

5. Modification, revocation, re-issuance. Permit approval under this permit may be modified or revoked and re-
issued by DEP if monitoring data indicates one or more toxic pollutants are, or are expected to be, discharged 
by the permitted MS4.  If there is evidence indicating potential or realized adverse impacts on water quality due 
to any stormwater discharge from an MS4 covered by this permit, the operator of such discharge may be 
required to obtain an individual NPDES permit. 

6. Continuing responsibility. No condition of this permit releases the permittee from any responsibility or 
requirements under other federal or Pennsylvania environmental statutes or regulations or local ordinances. 

 

STORMWATER 
NPDES GENERAL PERMIT 
(PAG-13) ISSUED BY    

DIRECTOR 
BUREAU OF WATERSHED MANAGEMENT  
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PART A 
 

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
 
1. EFFLUENT LIMITATIONS AND OTHER REQUIREMENTS 
The permittee must, within the permit term, implement a stormwater management program approved by DEP which is 
designed to reduce the discharge of pollutants from its municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) to the maximum 
extent practicable (MEP), with the goal of protecting water quality and satisfying the appropriate water quality 
requirements of the federal Clean Water Act and the Pennsylvania Clean Streams Law.  The program must contain a 
schedule, best management practices and measurable goals for the six Minimum Control Measures described in Section 
A.2 below, and be approved by DEP.   

DEP has developed a Stormwater Management Protocol (�Protocol�), which describes an approved stormwater 
management program, including best management practices (BMPs), a compliance schedule and measurable goals to 
comply with the Minimum Control Measures.  The permittee may choose to implement one or more of the six Minimum 
Control Measures described below by using the relevant portions of the Protocol, or develop its own program of control 
measures as long as they comply with the Minimum Control Measure requirements included in this General Permit. 

If the permittee elects to develop all or part of its stormwater management program independent of the Protocol, the NOI 
must include a proposed stormwater management program containing BMPs, measurable goals and a compliance 
schedule.  In developing the BMPs, measurable goals and a compliance schedule, permittees should refer to the DEP 
Protocol and the EPA Stormwater Phase II Compliance Assistance Guide (EPA 833-R-O-002, March, 2000), available at:  
http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/comguide.pdf.  

Any stormwater management program approved by DEP becomes a part of the applicant�s Authorization to Discharge 
under this permit.  

 

2. MINIMUM CONTROL MEASURES 
Permittees must, during the term of this General Permit, implement a Stormwater Management Program that meets the 
following Minimum Control Measures: 1) Public Education and Outreach on Stormwater Impacts, 2) Public Participation 
and Involvement, 3) Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination, 4) Construction Site Runoff Control, 5) Post-Construction 
Stormwater Management in New Development and Redevelopment, and 6) Pollution Prevention and Good Housekeeping 
for Municipal Operations and Maintenance. 

Public Education and Outreach 

Develop and implement a public education program to distribute educational materials to the community, or conduct 
equivalent outreach activities, about the impacts of stormwater discharges on water bodies and the steps that the public 
can take to reduce pollutants in stormwater runoff. 

Public Participation and Involvement 

Implement procedures for receipt and consideration of information submitted by the public. Comply with state and local 
public notice requirements. 
 
Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination  

Implement and enforce a program to detect and eliminate illicit discharges into the MS4: 

• Develop a storm sewer system map, showing the location of all outfalls and the names and locations of all 
surface waters that receive discharges from those outfalls; 

• Enact an ordinance prohibiting non-stormwater discharges into the MS4; 

• Implement appropriate enforcement procedures and actions for the ordinance; 

• Develop a plan to detect and address non-stormwater discharges, including illegal dumping, to the MS4; 

• Inform public employees, businesses and the general public of the hazards associated with illegal discharges 
and improper disposal of waste, and 
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• Apply the preceding requirements to the types of discharges or flows identified in Section C.1.b of this 
General Permit only if they are identified as significant contributors of pollution to the MS4 and its discharges. 

Construction Site Runoff Control 

Implement and enforce a program to reduce pollution in any stormwater runoff to the MS4 from construction activities that 
result in a land disturbance of greater than or equal to one acre, including projects less than one acre that are part of a 
larger common plan of development or sale that equals one acre or more: 

• Enact an ordinance to require erosion and sediment controls, as well as sanctions to ensure compliance; 

• Require construction site operators to implement appropriate erosion and sediment control best management 
practices (BMPs); 

• Require construction site operators to control waste such as discarded building materials, concrete truck 
washout, chemicals, litter and sanitary waste at the construction site that may cause adverse impacts to water 
quality; 

• Implement procedures for site plan reviews which incorporate consideration of potential water quality impacts; 

• Implement procedures for receipt and consideration of information submitted by the public; and 

• Implement procedures for site inspection and enforcement of control measures. 

Post-Construction Stormwater Management in New Development and Redevelopment 

Implement and enforce a program to reduce pollution in any stormwater runoff to the MS4 from new development and 
redevelopment projects that result in a land disturbance of greater than or equal to one acre, including projects less than 
one acre that are part of a larger common plan of development or sale that equals one acre or more: 

• Implement strategies which include a combination of structural and/or non-structural BMPs appropriate to the 
local community; 

• Require infiltration BMPs where practicable; 

• Use an ordinance to address post-construction runoff from new development and redevelopment projects; 
and 

• Ensure adequate long-term operations and maintenance of BMPs. 

Pollution Prevention and Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations and Maintenance 

Implement an operation and maintenance program that includes a training component and has the ultimate goal of 
preventing or reducing pollutant runoff from municipal operations.  Include employee training to prevent and reduce 
stormwater pollution from activities such as park and open space maintenance, new construction and land disturbances, 
and stormwater system maintenance. 

 

3. USE OF THE DEP STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PROTOCOL TO MEET THE MINIMUM 
CONTROL MEASURE REQUIREMENTS 

Permittees may elect to implement the Protocol to meet the 6 Minimum Control Measure requirements.  The Protocol 
becomes a part of the General Permit coverage and requirements for those permittees who elect to do so. 

Permittees may also develop their own stormwater management program.  That program, when approved by DEP, 
becomes a part of the General Permit coverage and requirements for those permittees who elect to do so. 
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PART B 
STANDARD CONDITIONS 

 
1. MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS 

a. Permit Modification, Termination, or Revocation and Reissuance 

(1) This General Permit may be modified, suspended, revoked and reissued, or terminated during its term for 
any of the causes specified in 25 Pa. Code Chapter 92.  DEP may modify, revoke, suspend, or terminate 
previously issued coverage under this General Permit, and require the stormwater discharger to apply for 
and obtain an individual permit, in accordance with 25 Pa. Code Section 92.83. 

(2) The filing of a request by the permittee for a permit or coverage (1) modification, revocation and 
reissuance, or termination, or (2) a notification of planned changes or anticipated non-compliance, does 
not stay any permit condition. 

(3) Toxic Pollutants. 

(a) Notwithstanding the above, if a toxic effluent standard or prohibition (including any schedule of 
compliance specified in such effluent standard or prohibition) is established under Section 307(a) 
of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C §1317(a) for a toxic pollutant that is present in the discharge, 
and such standard or prohibition is more stringent than any limitation for such pollutant in this 
General Permit, then this permit will be modified or revoked and reissued by DEP to conform with 
the toxic effluent standard or prohibition and the permittee so notified. 

(b) In the absence of a DEP action to modify or to revoke and reissue this General Permit, any toxic 
effluent standard or prohibition established under Section 307(a) of the Clean Water Act (33 
U.S.C. §1317(a) is considered to be effective and enforceable against the permittee. 

(4) Permit modification or revocation will be conducted according to 25 Pa. Code Chapter 92. 

b. Duty to Provide Information 

(1) The permittee must furnish to DEP, within a reasonable time, any information that DEP may request to 
determine whether cause exists for modifying, revoking and reissuing, or terminating this General Permit 
or coverage approved under this General Permit or to determine compliance with this General Permit. 

(2) The permittee must furnish to DEP, upon request, copies of records that are required to be kept under the 
conditions of this General Permit. 

(3) When the permittee becomes aware that he or she failed to submit any relevant facts or submitted 
incorrect information in the Notice of Intent or in any other report to DEP, the permittee must promptly 
submit or correct such facts or information. 

(4) The permittee must give advance notice to DEP of any planned physical alterations or additions to the 
MS4 which could, in any way, substantially affect the quality and/or quantity of stormwater discharged 
from the MS4. 

2. REPORTING AND RECORD KEEPING 
a. Non-Compliance Reporting  

(1) Required Reporting.  The permittee must report noncompliance to DEP as follows: 

(a) 24-Hour Oral Reporting - the permittee must give at least a 24-hour advanced notice to DEP of 
any planned changes to the permitted activity or facility that may result in non-compliance with 
permit requirements.  The permittee must also report non-compliance with any term or condition 
of this General Permit, and any statute, rule, or regulation, to DEP within 24 hours of becoming 
aware of the non-compliance. 

(b) Follow-up Written Reporting - where the permittee orally reports the information in Part 
B.2.a.(1)(a), a written report outlining the same information must be completed, kept on file, and 
submitted to DEP upon request.  
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(c) Non-compliance reporting pursuant to B.2.a.(1)(a) and (b) does not excuse a person from 
immediate notification to DEP of incidents causing or threatening pollution pursuant to 25 Pa. 
Code § 93. 

(2) Required Information.  The reports and notifications required in Part B.2.a.(1) must contain the following 
information: 

(a) A description of the discharge and cause of non-compliance; 

(b) The period of non-compliance, including exact dates and times and/or the anticipated time when the 
discharge will return to compliance; and 

(c) Steps being taken to reduce, eliminate, and prevent recurrence of the non-complying discharge. 

b. Test Procedures  With the exception of the field screening conducted under the Illicit Discharge Detection and 
Elimination measure, wherever monitoring or sampling may be required, it must be conducted according to test 
procedures approved under 40 CFR Part 136, unless other test procedures have been specified in this General 
Permit or have been approved by DEP in writing. 

c. Retention of Records 

(1) The permittee must retain copies of the documentation related to the stormwater management program 
developed in accordance with Part B of this General Permit for a minimum of three years, and until at 
least one year after coverage under this General Permit terminates.  The permittee must retain all records 
of all monitoring information, copies of all reports required by this General Permit, and records of all data 
used to complete the NOI until at least one year after coverage under this General Permit terminates.  In 
addition, the permittee must retain on site, at all times, a complete copy of the NOI, this General Permit, 
and any authorizations received from DEP pursuant to this permit, until at least one year after coverage 
under this General Permit terminates.  This period may be explicitly modified by alternative provisions of 
this General Permit or extended by request of DEP at any time. 

e. Signatory Requirements  

(1) All NOIs must be signed and certified as follows: 

(a) For a corporation:  by a responsible corporate officer.  For the purpose of this part, a responsible 
corporate officer means:  (1) a president, secretary, treasurer, or vice-president of the corporation 
in charge of a principal business function or any other person who performs similar policy or 
decision-making functions for the corporation; or (2) the manager of one or more manufacturing, 
production or operating facilities employing more than 250 persons or having gross annual sales 
or expenditures exceeding $25,000,000 (in second-quarter 1980 dollars) if authority to sign 
documents has been assigned or delegated to the manager in accordance with corporate 
procedures; 

(b) For a partnership or sole proprietorship:  by a general partner or the proprietor, respectively; or 

(c) For a municipality, State, Federal, or other public agency:  by either a principal executive officer 
or ranking elected official. For purposes of this part, a principal executive officer of a Federal 
agency includes (1) the chief executive officer of the agency, or (2) a senior executive officer 
having responsibility for the overall operations of a principal geographic unit of the agency 
(e.g., Regional Administrators of EPA). 

(2) All NOIs must be notarized by a Notary Public. 

(3) All reports required by the permit and other information requested by DEP must be signed by a person 
described above or by a duly authorized representative of that person. 

A person is a duly authorized representative only if: 

(a) The authorization is made in writing by a person described above and submitted to DEP with the 
reports. 

(b) The authorization specifies either an individual or a position having responsibility for the overall 
operation of the regulated facility or activity, such as the position of manager, operator, 
superintendent, or position of equivalent responsibility or an individual or position having overall 
responsibility for environmental matters for the organization.  (A duly authorized representative 
may thus be either a named individual or any individual occupying a named position). 
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(4) Changes in Authorization.  If an authorization is no longer accurate because a different individual or 
position has responsibility for the overall operation of the MS4, a new authorization satisfying the 
requirements of Part B.2.e.(1) must be submitted to DEP prior to or together with any reports, information, 
or applications to be signed by an authorized representative. 

f. Transfer of Ownership or Control  

(1) This General Permit is not transferable to any person except after notice to DEP. 

(a) In the event of any pending change in control or ownership of the MS4 from which the 
authorized discharges emanate, the permittee must notify DEP by letter of such pending 
change at least 30 days prior to the change in ownership or control.  The letter must be 
accompanied by the NOI and a written agreement between the existing permittee and the new 
owner or operator stating that the existing permittee will be liable for violations of the General 
Permit up to and until the date of coverage transfer and that the new owner or operator will be 
liable for permit violations under the General Permit from that date on. 

(b) After receipt of the required documentation, DEP will notify the existing permittee and the new 
owner or controller of its decision concerning approval of the transfer.  Such requests will be 
deemed approved unless DEP notifies the applicant otherwise within 30 days. 

(2) DEP may require the new operator to apply for and obtain an individual NPDES permit, as stated 
previously in this General Permit. 

g. Removed Substances  Solids, sludges, filter backwash, or other pollutants removed in the course of treatment or 
control of wastewaters or drinking water must be managed and disposed of in accordance with the requirements 
of the Solid Waste Management Act, 35 P.S. §6018.101, et seq., and the Clean Stream Law, 35 P.S. §§691.1 et 
seq., and in a manner such as to prevent any pollutant in such materials from adversely affecting the 
environment. 

h. Facilities Construction, Operation and Maintenance  The permittee must properly design, build, operate and 
maintain all facilities and systems of treatment and control, including BMPs and any stormwater pollution 
prevention or management plans, which are installed or used by the permittee to achieve compliance with the 
conditions of this General Permit.  BMPs must be designed, implemented, and maintained to minimize or 
eliminate the impacts of storm water runoff to the maximum extent practicable.  Proper operation and 
maintenance also includes adequate laboratory controls and appropriate quality assurance procedures and 
requires the operation of backup or auxiliary facilities or similar systems, installed by a permittee only when 
necessary to achieve compliance with the conditions of the General Permit. 

i. Adverse Impact  The permittee must take all reasonable steps to minimize or prevent any discharge in violation 
of this General Permit that has a reasonable likelihood of adversely affecting human health or the environment. 

j. Termination of Coverage 

(1) Notice of Termination.  Where all stormwater discharges from a small MS4 that are authorized by this 
General Permit are eliminated, the operator of the MS4 may submit a letter that is signed in accordance 
with Part B.2.e. (signatory requirements) of this General Permit certifying that: 

"Under penalty of law, I hereby certify that all MS4 discharges that are authorized by this 
NPDES General Permit have been eliminated.  I understand that by submitting this notice 
of termination, that I am no longer authorized to discharge stormwater from the MS4 under 
this General Permit, and that discharging pollutants to surface waters of the 
Commonwealth is unlawful under the Clean Water Act and Clean Streams Law where the 
discharge is not authorized by an NPDES permit." 

(2) Addresses.  All letters certifying discharge termination are to be sent to the appropriate regional office. 

 

3. RESPONSIBILITIES 
a. Duty to Comply  The permittee must comply with all terms and conditions of this General Permit.  Any permit 

non-compliance constitutes a violation of the Pennsylvania Clean Streams Law and the federal Clean Water Act 
and is grounds for enforcement action, permit termination, revocation and reissuance, modification or denial of a 
permit or permit renewal. Financial distress, including failure to obtain Act 167 funding, does not relieve the 
permittee of the terms and conditions of this permit. 

- 9 - 



3900-PM-WM0100e   12/2002 
Authorization to Discharge 

b. Penalties for Violations of Permit  The permittee may be subject to criminal and/or civil penalties for violations 
of the terms and conditions of this General Permit under Section 602 and 605 of the Clean Streams Law, 35 P.S. 
Sections 691.602 and 691.605, and under the Clean Water Act as specified in 40 CFR Sections 122.41(a)(2) and 
(3). 

c. Need to Halt or Reduce Activity Not a Defense  The permittee may not use as a defense in an enforcement 
action that it would have been necessary to halt or reduce the permitted activity to maintain compliance with the 
conditions of this General Permit. 

d. Penalties and Liability  Nothing in this General Permit may be construed to preclude the institution of any legal 
action or relieve the permittee from any responsibilities, liabilities, or penalties to which the permittee is or may be 
subject under Section 311 of the CWA (33 U.S.C. §1321) or Section 106 of CERCLA. 

e. Property Rights  The issuance of this General Permit does not convey any property rights of any sort, nor any 
exclusive privileges, nor does it authorize any injury to private property nor any invasion of personal rights, nor 
any infringement of Federal, State or local laws or regulations. 

f. Severability  The provisions of this General Permit are severable.  If any provision of this permit or the 
application of any provision of this General Permit to any circumstance is held invalid, the application of such 
provision to other circumstances and the remainder of this General Permit will not be affected thereby. 

g. Other Laws  Nothing in this General Permit may be construed to preclude the institution of any legal action or 
relieve the permittee from any responsibilities, liabilities, or penalties established pursuant to any applicable State 
law or regulation under authority preserved by Section 510 of the Clean Water Act. 

h. Right of Entry  Pursuant to Sections 5(b) and 305 of the Pennsylvania Clean Streams Law (35 P.S. §§691.5(b) 
and 691.305) and 25 Pa. Code Chapter 92, and §1917-A of the Administrative Code, the permittee must allow the 
head of DEP, the EPA Regional Administrator, and/or an authorized representative of EPA or DEP, upon the 
presentation of credentials and other documents, as may be required by law, to: 

(1) Enter upon the permittee's premises where a regulated activity is located or conducted or where records 
must be kept under the conditions of this General Permit; 

(2) Have access to and copy at reasonable times, any records that must be kept under the terms and 
conditions of this General Permit; 

(3) Inspect any facilities or equipment (including monitoring and control equipment); and 

(4) Sample any discharge of stormwater. 

i. Penalties for Falsification of Reports  Section 309(c)(4) of the Clean Water Act provides that any person who 
knowingly makes any false material statement, representation, or certification in any record or other document 
submitted or required to be maintained under this General Permit, including reports of compliance or non-
compliance will, upon conviction, be punished by a fine of not more than $10,000, or by imprisonment for not 
more than 2 years or by both.  In addition, criminal sanctions are set forth for false swearing and unsworn 
falsification at 18 Pa. C.S. §§4903-4904. 

j. Penalties for Falsification of Monitoring Systems  The Clean Water Act provides that any person who falsifies, 
tampers with, or knowingly renders inaccurate any monitoring device or method required to be maintained under 
this General Permit will, upon conviction, be punished by fines and imprisonment described in Section 309 of the 
Clean Water Act.  In addition, criminal sanctions are set forth for false swearing and unsworn falsification at 18 
Pa. C.S. §§4903-4904. 

 

4. DEFINITIONS 
Best Management Practices (BMPs) - Schedules of activities, prohibitions of practices, structural controls (e.g., 
infiltration trenches), design criteria, maintenance procedures, and other management practices to prevent or reduce 
pollution to the waters of the Commonwealth.  BMPs include Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plans, Post 
Construction Stormwater Management Plans, Stormwater Management Act Plans and other treatment requirements, 
operating procedures and practices to control runoff, spillage or leaks, sludge or waste disposal, drainage from raw 
material storage, and methods to reduce pollution, to recharge groundwater, to enhance stream base flow and to 
reduce the threat of flooding and stream bank erosion. 

Department - The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 

- 10 - 



3900-PM-WM0100e   12/2002 
Authorization to Discharge 

Director - The Secretary of the Department of Environmental Protection or any authorized employee thereof. 

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) - a separate storm sewer (including roads with drainage systems, 
municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, manmade channels, or storm drains), which is all of the 
following: 

(1) owned or operated by a state, city, town, borough, township, county, district, association or other public 
body (created under state law) having jurisdiction over disposal of sewage, industrial wastes, stormwater 
or other wastes, 

(2) designated or used for collecting or conveying stormwater, 

(3) not a combined sewer, and 

(4) not part of a Publicly Owned Treatment Works. 

Municipality - Any county, city, borough, town, township, school district, or any institution or any authority created by 
one or more of the foregoing. 

NOI - The Notice of Intent for Coverage under the NPDES General Permit for Discharges from Small Municipal 
Separate Storm Sewer Systems. 

Outfall � A  �Point Source� at the point where an MS4 discharges to surface waters of the Commonwealth; this does 
not include open conveyances connecting two municipal separate storm sewers, or pipes, tunnels or other 
conveyances which connect segments of the same stream or other surface waters and are use to convey surface 
waters.   

Point Source - Point source as defined by 25 Pa. Code §92.1, which is any discernible, confined, and discrete 
conveyance, including but not limited to, any pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, conduit, well, discrete fissure, container, 
rolling stock, concentrated animal feeding operation, vessel, or other floating craft from which pollutants are or may be 
discharged. 

Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System - A municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) 

(1) designated by EPA at pages 68828-68831 of the Federal Register Volume 64, number 235 (December 8, 
1999) based on the 1990 Decennial Census 

(2) designated by EPA based on the 2000 Decennial Census 

(3) designated by DEP based on the process described in  40 CFR §123.35 

unless waived by DEP pursuant to the process described in 40 CFR §123.35 

Stormwater - Runoff from precipitation, snow melt runoff and surface runoff and drainage. 

Surface Waters of the Commonwealth - Any and all rivers, streams, creeks, rivulets, impoundments, ditches, water 
courses, storm sewers, lakes, dammed water, ponds, springs and all other bodies or channels of conveyance of 
surface water, or parts thereof, including wetlands, whether natural or artificial, within or on the boundaries of this 
Commonwealth. 
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PART C 
 

OTHER CONDITIONS 
 

1. Prohibition of Non-Stormwater Discharges 

a. Except as provided in Part C.1.b, all discharges authorized by this permit must be composed entirely of 
stormwater, or be in compliance with an NPDES permit (other than this permit) issued for the discharge. 

b. The following non-stormwater discharges may be authorized by this permit unless the MS4 or DEP has 
determined that the non-stormwater component of the discharge is a significant contributor of pollution to 
the MS4 and its discharges:  

(1) discharges from fire fighting activities; 

(2) potable water sources including dechlorinated waterline and fire hydrant flushings;  

(3) irrigation drainage;  

(4) lawn watering;  

(5) water from individual residential car washing; 

(6) dechlorinated swimming pool discharges; 

(7) water from crawl space pumps; 

(8) uncontaminated water from foundation or from footing drains; 

(9) flows from riparian habitats and wetlands; 

(10) routine external building washdown which does not use detergents or other compounds; 

(11) pavement washwaters where spills or leaks of toxic or hazardous materials have not occurred (unless 
all spilled material has been removed) and where detergents are not used; 

(12) air conditioning condensate;  

(13) springs; and 

(14) uncontaminated groundwater. 

2. Annual Report.  The permittee must submit annual reports to DEP on June 9th of 2004-2008 to report on stormwater 
management program activities performed during the permit year ending March 9th of each year.  The report shall be 
in the format provided by the Department. 

(a) Permittees must complete and submit the Annual Report Information Form, available on DEP website and on 
the CDROM.   

(b) The annual reporting requirements include information regarding: 

(1) Types of BMPs installed; 

(2) Geographic locations; 

(3) Receiving water bodies; 

(4) BMPs inspection and maintenance activities;  

(5) Status of compliance with permit conditions and progress towards measurable goals; 

(6) Assessment of the appropriateness of the BMPs; 

(7) Steps to be taken to address any deficiencies in the BMPs or other aspects of the stormwater 
management program developed by the permittee; 
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(8) Results of information collected and analyzed during the reporting period; 

(9) Summary of stormwater activities planned during the next reporting cycle; and 

(10) Any proposed changes to the stormwater management program, including changes to BMPs, 
measurable goals, or responsible parties. 

(c) Annual reports must be submitted to the appropriate regional office. 

3. Certification 

Any person signing documents under this section must make the following certification: 

"I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under my direction or supervision 
in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified personnel property gathered and evaluated the 
information submitted.  Based on my inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system, or those persons 
directly responsible for gathering the information, the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, 
true, accurate, and complete.  I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information, including 
the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations." 
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